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accomplishments, but those who
worked with him will remember and
hopefully carry on his gentle nature,
deliberate thinking, and dedication to
the law.

I invite all members of the Senate to
join me in congratulating Pat in his re-
tirement, wishing him well and his
family much success in the future.

———
TRIBUTE TO DENISE LOWERY

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President,
along with my colleague, the ranking
member on the Health, HEducation,
Labor, and Pensions Committee, Sen-
ator MURRAY, I wish to pay tribute to
Denise Lowery. Ms. Lowery is a non-
designated employee on the HELP
Committee staff and is retiring at the
end of this month after almost 16 years
of distinguished service to the HELP
Committee.

Ms. Lowery has served as editor for
the committee since 2003, compiling
and sending to print all our committee
reports and materials for the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD.

Ms. Lowery is well regarded by all
Members and staff of the committee,
having proven her professionalism,
courtesy, and substantial expertise
over almost 16 years. Without the sup-
port of Ms. Lowery and the rest of the
nondesignated staff, the committee
could not accomplish the important
work the American people expect us to
get done on their behalf. I, the ranking
member, and the rest of the commit-
tee’s members want to recognize Ms.
Lowery for that tremendous contribu-
tion to the Committee as she exits her
time in the Senate.

I wish Ms. Lowery the best and hope
retirement from the Senate will allow
her time for hobbies such as working
on home improvement projects and
spending time with her friends and
family.

I would like to yield now to my col-
league, the ranking member, Senator
MURRAY, for her remarks.

Mrs. MURRAY. I thank Chairman
ALEXANDER and join him in com-
mending Ms. Lowery for her many
years of dedicated and outstanding
service to the HELP Committee, the
Senate, and the American people. I
greatly appreciate the sacrifice that
Ms. Lowery has made over the past 16
years in assisting the HELP Com-
mittee by applying her expertise in ed-
iting, printing, and memorializing our
important work. We wish her all the
best in her well-deserved retirement.

We hope our colleagues will join us in
thanking Ms. Lowery for her service.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ANTON ART CENTER

e Mr. PETERS. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the 50th anniversary
of the Anton Art Center in Mount
Clemens, MI. I appreciate the oppor-
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tunity to recognize the efforts of the
Anton Art Center to fulfill their mis-
sion to enrich and inspire people of all
ages through the arts.

The Anton Art Center was estab-
lished in 1969 by three members of the
Mount Clemens Art Association: Bea
Wright, Gretchen Thompson, and Phyl-
lis Wickens. Upon its founding, they
took over occupancy of the then Mount
Clemens Public Library to save the his-
torical building from demolition. The
library was built by Andrew Carnegie
in 1903 and opened in 1904 and was one
of approximately 2,500 libraries that
Carnegie funded throughout the world.
The center converted the interior to in-
clude three galleries, an art studio and
meeting area, a pottery studio and kiln
room, and offices. In 2006, local busi-
nessman Gebran Anton led a fund-
raising effort to expand the building
with the addition of a gift shop, an in-
crease in gallery space, and more class-
room space. It is fitting that the center
should occupy a Carnegie Library, a
beautifully designed building that is
now listed in the State of Michigan his-
toric register.

The goals of the Anton Art Center
are to present a wide array of program-
ming to appeal to diverse audiences,
provide support for the arts, and be-
come a focal point for arts program-
ming and work toward inclusion, diver-
sity, equity, and access in all they do.
Through its many programs, the Anton
Art Center has become a leading advo-
cate of the arts and artists in Macomb
County and throughout the sur-
rounding area. In addition to tradi-
tional artist exhibitions, the center of-
fers a multitude of programs for artists
to showcase their work to the public.
There are multiple juried statewide
competitions, as well as two annual
events that include the ART! Macomb
Art Fair and holiday market. The cen-
ter’s gift shop offers yet more oppor-
tunity for the community to support
local artists. The center also supports
the aspiring artist inside many of us by
offering adult and child classes in
many mediums including clay, draw-
ing, mixed media, photography, weav-
ing, and watercolor.

The Anton Art Center also serves as
the Region 10A Re-granting Agency for
the Michigan Council for Arts and Cul-
tural Affairs, MCACA. As such, they
award mini-grants to nonprofit organi-
zations, schools, municipalities, and in-
dividual professional artists in
Macomb and Oakland Counties in sup-
port of arts and culture programming
and professional or organizational de-
velopment. They also provide technical
assistance to organizations applying
for funding through this program.

I am pleased to rise today to ask my
colleagues to join me in recognizing
the 50th anniversary of the Anton Art
Center. They have been a staple of the
arts and cultural scene in Macomb
County for half a century, and I wish
them continued success in the years to
come.®

S1933

TRIBUTE TO SANDRA CARAWAN

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Sandra Carawan, the Gil-
christ County teacher of the year from
Bell Elementary School in Bell, FL.

Sandra is dedicated to her students,
working closely with them each day to
help solve their problems. Her col-
leagues describe her as a tremendous
asset and someone who will help in any
way she can, whether as a teacher or
with administrative duties. She was
named Bell Elementary School’s teach-
er of the year in addition to receiving
the award for the district.

A fifth grade exceptional student
education teacher, Sandra acts as the
lead teacher for her grade level. She
also serves as Bell Elementary School
advisory chair, safety patrol sponsor,
district 21st century evaluator/coordi-
nator, a positive behavior support team
member, and a data evaluator for the
entire Gilchrist County School Dis-
trict. She graduated from Saint Leo
University, earning her bachelor’s de-
gree in Elementary Education in 1999
and her master of education degree in
2007.

I convey my best wishes to Sandra
for her dedication to her students and
school. I look forward to hearing of
this continued success.®

———

TRIBUTE TO LILLY CHAPPELL

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Lilly Chappell, the Bradford
County teacher of the year from South-
side Elementary School in Starke, FL.
Lilly has enjoyed spreading her pas-
sion for learning to others throughout
her whole life. She has spent 11 years
with the Southside Parent Teacher Or-
ganization, helping to build a play-
ground and sound system for students,
directing musicals with more than 250
students, and making herself available
for a variety of other extracurricular
events throughout the school year.

Lilly has taught in Bradford County
for 20 years, beginning as a writing
coach. She has served at Southside Ele-
mentary School as the lead teacher in
fourth and fifth grade, the K-5 county
gifted instructor, 5th grade English
language arts, and as a history teacher.
She attended the University of Florida
and University of North Florida, study-
ing public relations and elementary 1-
6 education. As a result of her teaching
and mentoring over the years, several
of the students she previously taught
have now become her colleagues.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Lilly for her years of
dedication to her student. I look for-
ward to hearing of her continued good
work in the coming years.e

————

TRIBUTE TO NICOLE KENNGOTT

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
honor Nicole Kenngott, the Pinellas
County teacher of the year from Plumb
Elementary School in Clearwater, FL.
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